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2012 Fool’s Ball set to Roll at noon Friday
BY ANDREW DICKSON
addickso@olemiss.edu

After meeting in April 1992 in
Carrollton, Ohio, Mark and Donna Christiansen began dating and
eventually married on April 1,
2000. Their parents planned the
reception.
“I said at the wedding reception, ‘If you had fun tonight, wait
until we throw our anniversary
party next year — then we’ll be in
charge,’” Mark Christiansen said.
The two followed through a
year later by inviting their friends
from Ohio to their new home in
Northeast Mississippi and delivering a party featuring a large firepit, a “stage” (read: a borrowed
flatbed), Port-a-Johns and three
bands from the Memphis area.

“There were around 50 people
and the goodbye sentiment was
that we should do this again,” the
Christiansens said. “And we did.”
Then the “ball” was rolling.
In 2002, their anniversary —
dubbed the “Fool’s Ball” — party
got bigger, but for the second
straight year they experienced
April showers. So the Christiansens began planning another
“ball” for October to have a better
chance at good weather. The “Fall
Ball” was born.
Now twice a year the Fool’s
Ball family reassembles at Dirty
D’s Memorial Park in Laws Hill,
Miss., to celebrate life and love
again, but this time the invitation
is open. Located at 440 Laws Hill
Rd., the ball is right between Oxford and Holly Springs and is an

easy drive for anyone truly seeking the “festive” atmosphere. It’s
roughly 35 minutes from Oxford
and only $25 to attend Friday
through Sunday.
Their anniversary has transformed into a biannual music
festival featuring jam bands, bluegrass, rock, blues, folk and more.
Camping overnight is highly
encouraged and the music goes
well into the night. More than 20
bands will perform at this year’s
Fool’s Ball.
“The musicians volunteer their
time,” the couple revealed. “We’ve
had bands come from as far away
as St. Louis and San Diego, but
most are local Memphis and Mississippi acts.”
The bands and ball volunteers
are treated to a private party by

the hosts backstage.
“The bands love the atmosphere and camaraderie,” the
couple said. “We’ve had so many
bands play over the years and almost all have expressed interest in
coming back to play.”
With the bands playing for free
and the ball being held twice a
year and growing from its inaugural 50 members to at times more
than 1,300 attendees, one could
mistakenly infer that the Christiansens have been making a lot
of money from over the past decade.
However, this is the beauty of
the ball: no one makes any money.
The Fool’s Ball family volunteers
their collective time and energy to
put the show on. They said they
do this because they love it and

everything it stands for, not to get
paid for the weekend.
“Ever since the first ball, we’ve
taken the money made and used
it to plan the next one,” the two
said. “It took us years to finally
break even, and it’s still a lot of
work trying to expand, but now
we have our own speakers, drum
kit and great volunteers to help us
out with the sound. Bands barely
have to bring any equipment; they
can just plug in and play.”
The gates will open at noon Friday and the music will begin that
night around 7 p.m. As is tradition, a large bonfire will be lit Friday and Saturday once night falls.
“We promote foolishness, not
ignorance,” the Christiansens
said. “Tell them our motto is ‘Live,
love, learn and pass it on.’”

UM Big Event triples last year’s number of volunteers
BY MARGARYTA KIRAKOSIAN
mkirakos@olemiss.edu

This upcoming weekend, thousands of students will take to the
streets of Oxford and Lafayette
County to give back to the community that has taken them in.
The University of Mississippi
Big Event, the largest community service project in the history
of the university with more than
3,000 volunteers, will take place
March 31.
The purpose of the event is to
dedicate a day of service to the
community. Students from any
Ole Miss campus can participate.
“We want to say ‘thank you’ to
the Oxford and Lafayette area,”
said Cortez Moss, event director and public policy leadership
senior. “We also want to build
positive relationships between
students and the Oxford com-

Senio

munity.”
The tradition of a community
service day started in 2003 with
the UMSFusion event. Later, the
idea of the biggest volunteering
project in Oxford appeared as
a response to Texas A&M’s Big
Event. After visiting College Station, Texas, in 2010, leaders of
the Associated Student Body
and the Office of the Dean of
Students decided to take community service in Oxford to the
next level. More than 100 people
are helping organize this community service project.
“There will be different types
of volunteering, for example,
yard work, painting, cleaning,”
said Melinda Pullen Carlson, associate dean of students. “(The)
UM Big Event benefits Oxford
community in different ways.
Primarily it gives (students) an
opportunity to serve and fill the
needs of community.”

One of the most important
things is that students themselves
are organizing the event.
“There are 16 of us in the main
staff, and we are trying to deal
with everything by ourselves,”
Moss said. “We deal with publicity, recruiting, transportation
and many other tasks.”
This is not the first event of
its kind in Oxford. The initiative
started last year and more than
1,200 students participated.
“It was a great experience,”
said Lauren Sun, who is responsible for project recruitment this
year. “The weather didn’t let us
do all that we planned, but everything we managed to do was
really good.”
Though registration for this
year’s event has already ended,
students should be sure to be involved next year.
For those who registered, the
event will start in the Tad Smith
Coliseum between 7 a.m. and

Students rake leaves at last year’s Big Event.

7:30 a.m. Breakfast will be served
before the departure, lunch will
be served during the day and every participant will get a T-shirt.
After taking a group picture,
participants will drive to their
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project sights. Volunteers will
work for about five hours.
“Volunteerism and service is
priceless,” said Valerie Ross, assistant dean of students, who is
helping out with the event. “The
lives of many people, both students and local residents, will be
enhanced. The student project
will strengthen present community relationships and build new
ones with the members of our
community through the hard
work and service the students
will perform for local residents,
churches, organizations and
businesses.”

Special Price $850
$99 Deposit
$25 Application Fee
Call for Appointment
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LET IT OUT:

COLUMN

Test Drive: Toyota Prius C

An artistic outlet

Mandarin
BY CHLOW HAVARD
Undecided, Freshman

BY MATTHEW BISHOP
mtbishop2@gmail.com

Easter is just around the corner, and the traditional way
to celebrate it is with brightly
colored Easter eggs. Well, we
didn’t have any spare eggs,
so we decided to celebrate it
with our own, slightly tweaked
version — a pastel orange,
egg-shaped hybrid ... close
enough.
The hybrid is the 2012 Toyota Prius C, the latest addition
to the growing Prius family.
The C stands for city, as it was
designed more for urban use
than its siblings, and it is the
smallest of the group. But saying it is just smaller is an understatement, as the Prius C is
19 inches shorter and a whopping 542 pounds lighter.
This is where the egg shape
comes in handy. Outside of
the un-aerodynamic rectangle, the egg shape is one of the
best ways to get as much room
as possible in a small package.
This proved true for the Prius
C, as it had ample room for
both front and rear passengers
of normal human proportions.
It also provided excellent visibility with large windows and
a small blind spot.
The seats in the Prius C
were surprisingly comfortable,
considering how thin they
were, and should be no problem on long road trips. Our
Prius C also came with some
nice features such as navigation, climate control, satellite
radio and Toyota’s Entune infotainment system. What the
interior is lacking, however, is
good interior materials. The
interior is full of hard plastics
on both the dash and doors
that give the Prius C’s interior
a cheap look and feel.
The Prius C’s engine and

SUSAN HOLT | The Daily Mississippian

electric motor are also smaller
than the regular Prius. The
engine is down 0.3 liters to
1.5-liters and loses 25 horsepower to 73 horsepower. The
electric motor is also down
to 45 kW (from 60 kW) for
a total system output of 99
horsepower, a total loss of 35
horses.
The smaller size and powertrain equals to a slight increase in city fuel economy to
53 mpg, but loses 2 mpg on the
highway to 46 mpg for a combined 50 mpg. These claims
are pretty accurate, as in our
short, 20-mile trip we managed 51 mpg, which would
have been higher if didn’t do
our 0-60 mph sprint.
The Prius C was not designed for straight-line performance, and it doesn’t even
try to act like it with 60 mph
coming in an agonizing 11
seconds. Put the car in eco
mode, which limits throttle
input, and, well, make sure
you leave an hour earlier than
usual. But, hey, it’s a Prius.
Just make sure you put on that
“I’m better than you because
I drive a hybrid” smug look
that Prius owners are known
for when everybody is passing

you. I did it, and I have to tell
you, it felt pretty good.
The CVT (continuously
variable transmission) automatic transmission is also
geared toward fuel economy
more than acceleration, as
you can literally hit the gas
pedal and hear the RPMs increase, yet you’re going the
exact same speed.
The Prius C does have an
excellent turning radius, which
can turn a 3-point turn into a
U-turn. It also makes for easy
parallel parking, which is all
in line with its more urban focus. Body-roll is also subdued,
but the steering can get a little
heavy when turning sharply.
The regenerative brakes on
the Prius C are great for recharging the battery a little
bit, but what they don’t do
well is provide linear braking,
and I never did get used to the
brakes in the Prius C.
The Prius C starts at a reasonable $18,950 and comes
with four trim levels that are
simply named One, Two,
Three and Four. Our test car
came with the Three trim,
which costs an additional
$2,685 and added navigation,
push-button start, cruise con-

trol and split, fold-down rear
seats. Add in destination fees
and miscellaneous dealer addons like window tint and carpet mats, and the grand total
comes to $23,024.
Prius owners are some of
the most loyal customers for
Toyota. The fact is, you’re either a Prius person, or you’re
not. If you are a Prius person,
and you want a Prius that is a
little easier to park and comes
in a pastel orange color, then
the Prius C might just be the
perfect car for you.
The test car was provided by
Toyota Oxford.

There’s a bead of milk resting
on the corner of your lip
I bend down to catch it (before it
slips) with my tongue
And you shut your eyes
And you breathe so deep
It pulls the fabric and my skin
beneath
We fall back against our seats
And the air is sweet
with the vine of jasmine nearby
We gaze up at the sky
The marigolds in bloom
My parted mouth, to you, in
bloom
With a ripe fruit for you to taste
inside
And you, so eager to peel and
slice and serve
With almonds and cheese; the
kinds of things
To be paraded at parties. Because a part of you
Parades it around wherever you
go,
You carry me with you wherever you go
Because you and I are never
truly two people, but
One person
Two halves
Of a whole

Submit your art (paintings, poems,
short stories etc.) to
thedmfeatures@gmail.com
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Alabama Shakes bring Southern style to Proud Larry’s
BY ZACH MITCHELL
zdmitchell142@gmail.com

Alabama Shakes has played Conan, multiple showcases at SXSW
and the band has put out a single
on Third Man Records without
an actual album to its name. Now
the band is here to rock Proud
Larry’s tonight with its signature
Southern sound.
“I’m a big fan of many artists
that have come from the state of
Alabama,” guitarist Heath Fogg
said. “It’s hard to deny your influences, whether it’s Hank Williams
Sr. or Drive-By Truckers.”
Pegging the Shakes as a country or Southern rock band would
be unfair. The band blends classic
R&B grooves, explosive drumming and soulful guitar licks into
something else entirely.
“It sounds generic, but we just
let the songs decide what they
want to do,” Fogg said. “If the

song seems like it needs to be a
rockabilly song, we’ll let it be a
rockabilly song. We try to not
twist it and bend it in a shape it
shouldn’t go in.”
Though the band’s influences
range from blues rockers The
White Stripes to soul legend James
Brown to alt-country/psychedelic
rock band My Morning Jacket,
they try to keep their music dynamic but close to a comfortable
sound.
“I don’t like to be held down
by genres, but at the same time,
there’s something about the pressure of listening to your influences that I think makes for better
songs,” Fogg said. “I like the idea
of leaving a little room for experimentation from song to song.”
The band’s songs have gotten
attention from MTV, NPR and
White Stripes front man Jack
White, who asked the band to be
the first band featured on his re-

cord label, Third Man Records,
in a new series of live singles.
“We had a gig (at the Soundlands Music Festival) taken away
from us,” Fogg said. “We had no
idea what we were going to do.
Luckily, Ben Swank from Third
Man Records heard about our
situation and got us a gig at Third
Man Records. They asked us if
we minded if they recorded our
set, and there was no reason not
to agree with that.”
The single is currently the
band’s only physical release and
features two songs from its upcoming album “Boys & Girls,” due out
April 10. The album boasts some
of the most hard hitting rock ’n
roll tracks this millennium. Tracks
like “Hold On” and “Rise to the
Sun” are fierce rave-ups that hit
hard, while songs like ”Heartbreaker” are slow-burning songs
full of emotion.
“(Writing songs) is just always
a process of getting together and
figuring out every creative idea
we have,” Fogg said. “The song ‘I
Ain’t The Same’ is probably my
favorite to play live. There’s something about that song that makes
me just want to break out of my

The Alabama Shakes pose for cover art for an album.

skin every time we play it.”
Even though the Shakes could
be coasting on a wave of hype
right now, they’re still hard at
work, writing new songs and gearing up for a larger tour opening up
for Jack White later this year.

PHOTO COURTESY THE ALABAMA SHAKES

“We’re just trying to find time to
actually record again,” Fogg said.
“‘Boys & Girls’ is going to have a
big release. I’m sure it’s been bootlegged by now, but I’m really excited for everyone who’s actually
been anticipating it to hear it.”

Weekend Bound in Oxford Town MARCH

29

30

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Kenny Brown @ The Blind Pig
DJ D-Wade @ Irie
Karaoke @ Frank & Marlee’s
Ice Cream Social @ The Levee
DJ Mario @ The Library
Alabama Shakes @ Proud Larry’s
The Craig David Band @ Rooster’s
Bill Perry Jr. @ Soulshine
An Abstract Theory @ Two Stick

Dueling Pianos @ Frank and Marlee’s
DJ D-Wade @ The Levee
DJ Mario @ The Library
Dangermuffin @ Proud Larry’s
Calvin Webster @ Rib Cage
The Chris Hill Band @ Rooster’s
The Elemovements @ Soushine

ApplicAtionS
for the 2012-2013 DM Editorial Staff
now AvAilAblE

MICHAEL KORS
SPRING WATCHES

positions Available
news Editor
news Manager
lifestyle Editor
Sports Editor
copy chief/opinion Editor

copy Editors
Design Editor
Assistant Design Editor
Senior Editor
photography Editor

Applications and descriptions of each position can be found at

On the Square • 306 South Lamar
662.236.4022

theDMonline.com/content/apply

Deadline: Friday, March 30 at 5:00 p.m.

31

SATURDAY
Dueling Pianos
@ Frank and Marlee’s
Cowboy Mario
@ The Library
Silas Reed ‘n da Books
@ Proud Larry’s
Shrimp Boil @ Rib Cage
Blind Mississippi Morris
@ Rooster’s
Bonfire Orchestra
@ Two Stick

If you would like to inform us
of upcoming events.
Contact us at
thedmfeatures@gmail.com
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Photo Essay: Displacement
This series of photographs represents an overall theme of abandonment, specifically in low-income neighborhoods around the Oxford area. Throughout this series I try to make the strong connection that links abandonment and foreclosed homes with low-income households. I want to portray a sense of
something left behind that has now become isolated and un-cared for. I want to create a sense of wonder by telling the story and memories that each of
these homes held before they had been left behind. I want the viewer to wonder what might have taken place in these spaces, what may have happened to
the previous owner or why these homes are so void of any human interaction.
Photo Essay By: Houston Coffield

Want to see your photos here? Contact thedmfeatures@gmail.com
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A Night of One Acts: two plays about identity

PHILLIP WALLER | The Daily Mississippian

In the one act, “Dentity Crisis, the psychologist, originally male, has a sex change operation
at the same time as his wife. His wife, the male at that time, feels uncomfortable and they
switch clothes to make them feel better. They changed sexes to spice up their marriage.

BY OKSANA DEMCHENKO
odemchen@olemiss.edu

Two theatre students will get
a chance to show off their directorial skills to University of Mississippi students this weekend at
“An Evening with Christopher
Durang.”
The acts will take place at the
Meek Auditorium, where the
Ole Miss theatre program will
present two absurd comedies at
A Night of One Acts.
“Such dark humor makes
us ask ourselves why we laugh
where we should not laugh,”
said Casey Hanson, the interim
chair of the theatre department.
The first is about a young girl
and a confused actor challenging the perception of reality
while trying to figure out who
they are, as well as the people
surrounding them.
The two absurd comedies,
“‘Dentity Crisis and “The Actor’s Nightmare” combine psychology and humor while they
question the reality of everyday
life.
“I love being different,” said
freshman musical theatre Nathan Burke. “At the first time

I come out I’m completely serious and the second time I’m
dressed like a woman. It’s like
diving into the unknown and

going crazy.”
The girl in “‘Dentity Crisis”
can not distinguish between her
brother, father and grandfather.
She can’t understand whether
her psychologist is a man or
woman, and she does not recall
her attempted suicide.
“We see how we can use psychology to fix our worlds,” said
Melissa McFeeters, a junior
theatre major and director of
“‘Dentity Crisis.”
The hero of “The Actor’s
Nightmare” is thrown on the
stage in a Hamlet costume.
He is not even sure of his own
name.
“The guy does not know what
he is doing,” said director and
junior theatre major Adam
Brooks. “He thinks he is dreaming. The question is, how real
can the dream get?”
Assistant theatre professor
Michael Barnett said features
like A Night of One Acts are
great.
“It’s important for our department to give opportunity to
students to be directors, not just
a part of the show,” he said.
“We are giving our time to

show that students are capable
of a project like that,” Brooks
said. “We had a huge enthusiasm to create and to share
something.”
The directors agree that the
organizing process brought on
a great deal of pleasure.
“It never felt like a job; I enjoyed working with the cast,”
McFeeters said. “Sometimes it
was hard to explain the vision
I had. I wish colleges could just
jump into my head.”
Brooks said he did a lot of
second-guessing but enjoyed the
experience.
“I’m a worrier,” he said. “After every rehearsal I had doubts
about changing or adding

something. The faculty helped
us a lot.”
The actors said they had a lot
of fun laughing at their characters.
“It’s funny to laugh at the
main hero in your character
and out of your character,” said
Lyz Formella, a freshman theatre major.
A Night of One Acts is being
held at Meek Auditorium, Tuesday through Sunday at 7:30
p.m. and Saturday and Sunday
at 2 p.m.
“You never know what to expect in this show,” said Kayleigh
Richardson, a theatre-psychology major. “This is a screw-up
comedy.”

Expiration: 03/15/2012
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The Odds Favor “The Hunger Games”
BY JOSH PRESLEY
joshpresley551@gmail.com

Judging from the box office
receipts, literally everyone saw
“The Hunger Games” over the
weekend. The Oxford Malco was
certainly packed. I had to squeeze
in next to an old lady. It was the
hottest date I’ve had in weeks.
OK, months. All right, my entire
life. But is the movie worth all this
hoopla?
I’m much too old to be going
to any midnight showings and
didn’t wind up seeing the movie
until Saturday, so I overheard a
lot of different reactions while
walking around campus from all
you young whippersnappers who
went to the midnight showing
(now I’ll thank you to kindly get
off my lawn).
The prevailing opinion I heard
was that the movie left a lot out
from the book. I really wish I had
a nickel for every time I heard “it
was good, but they left out sooo
much from the book.” I’d have,
like, nine nickels. So I had adopted something of a wait-and-see
mentality going in.
Turns out I need not have worried. “The Hunger Games” was

as purely entertaining and as
splendid of a movie-going experience as I’ve ever had. You know
what else? It’s better than the
book.
Put down your tar and feathers.
I liked the books as much as anyone, really (the first two, anyway),
and I complain as loudly as anyone else when movie adaptations
stray from the books, but I found
the changes made to “The Hunger Games” to be perfectly acceptable and in many cases helped
move things along without in any
way damaging the story. Suzanne
Collins, the author of the books,
wrote the screenplay herself, and
it shows; although some bits here
and there are altered, the tone of
the book is intact and I really felt
like I was watching the book.
Most of the praise for this must
go to Collins herself and the actors. The cast was stellar in a lot
of big ways and some more subtle
ways. They do a fantastic job in
bringing the characters from the
book to life. Jennifer Lawrence
carries the movie, and everyone
from Woody Harrelson to Lenny
Kravitz (who shows up for a few
minutes to sex you with his eyes)
are so good that I couldn’t imag-

ine anyone else in the roles.
Was there anything I didn’t
like? Well, I wouldn’t be a movie
reviewer if there wasn’t. The writing and acting are so good, it’s easy
to miss that the direction isn’t as
solid as I would have liked. Firstly,
as with many action movies these
days, there’s too much shaky cam
and it’s hard to tell what’s actually
going on during action scenes.
It bothered me more here than
in some other movies, as I actually almost yelled “Be still!” at the
screen a few times.
The other problem is probably
only a problem for me. As far as
the design of the film, I wanted
“The Hunger Games” to be the
next “Blade Runner.” In fact,
that’s how I pictured it when I
was reading the book, and I even
listened to the “Blade Runner”
soundtrack a good bit as I read.
Now those are massively big shoes
to fill, and frankly, it was silly of
me to expect it, but I really felt
that there wasn’t a lot of imagination as far as the city scenes and
the look of a lot of the futuristic
elements. Sure, everything looks
wild, but it was all very standard
from what you’d see in any other
science fiction movie these days.
Those may seem like major
complaints, but the movie itself
was so good that when it was
over I didn’t mind that I hadn’t
just watched the next “Citizen
Kane.” I’d just watched a really
good, entertaining and exciting
movie with great writing, acting
and music in the middle of a theater packed with people who had
just as much fun watching it as I
did.
This is amazing considering the
subject matter, which is very dark.
The idea of kids killing kids for
entertainment for rich people is
pretty intense. I give the filmmakers massive amounts of credit for

Harry Potter
v.
Twilight
v.
The Hunger
Games

SAMUEL MCKAY
PHOTO COURTESY UPCOMING MOVIES

not dumbing down the story for
the screen. Rarely is a movie that’s
aimed at teenagers actually intelligent. “The Hunger Games,”
both the book and the movie,
gives its audience credit for being
able to handle and process its intensity. It’s a teen movie based on
a teen book that doesn’t pander
(cough, “Twilight,” cough), and
it doesn’t insult your intelligence
(cough, “Twilight” again, cough).
I’ve heard a few complaints that
the violence was toned down too
much from the book. It is, and it
didn’t bother me at all. This is still
a pretty violent movie made all
the more effective by leaving a lot
of it to the imagination.
The smart writing takes the
story of “The Hunger Games”
far beyond what is, essentially, on
paper a rip-off of “The Running
Man” and “Battle Royale” with
a bit of “The Truman Show”
sprinkled on top.
You don’t have to have read the
books to enjoy the movie; in fact,
you might enjoy it more if you
haven’t. Go see it if you haven’t
yet, and may the odds be ever in
your favor.

Junior, Public Policy

“I was a big fan of Harry Potter. It evolved as a story, as the
reader got older the story got
darker. With the Hunger Games
the story started out dark. More
for an older teen crowd.”

JOSH MOORE
Freshman, Business Undecided

“Twilight sucks. I thought the
Hunger Games was on the same
level as Harry Potter. I liked it a
lot. I think they did a good job as
far as acting, but they did leave
out some parts.”

KATE MCDILL
Freshman, Pre-Pharmacy

“Better than Twilight. I loved
the story behind the books, the
story of survival.”

DAVID MAY
Freshman, Biology

“I thought it was good. It
stayed fairly true to the books,
but you can’t include everything.”

COREY SCHAAI
Freshman, Geological Engineering

“I didnt read the books and I
was kind of in the dark on some
of the stuff that was going on in
the movie.”

